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Keisey Schattnik @7 mzk‘_, 5,
Senior Planner/Development Services Dept. ; \

City of Apache Junction

Dear Ms Schattnik:

We the undersigned, are writing to voice our concerns about the 2-story, high density, 270-unit
rental home development referred to as “Silveray” which is proposed for the land on the east side
of Goldfield Rd south of Hwy 60. We are all residents of Golden Vista Resort, an over 55-age
community directly across the street from the proposed development.

Of course, this large 2-story development would greatly obstruct our views of the Superstition
Mountains but we are opposed to this high density rental development for a number of reasons
for “the common good.”

The development would be built on currently pristine undeveloped land which affords beautiful
views of the Superstition Mtns. These views are enjoyed not only by us and other surrounding
age-35+ communities but by so many Apache Junction locals & visitors alike, as is evidenced by
the many vehicles that sometimes pull over to the side of Goldfield Rd, flashers on, for a quick
minute, to appreciate and snap a couple cellphone photos of the unobstructed view of these
majestic mountains. This even includes busy tradespeople in their company trucks and vans. The
greater the lightshow on the mountains or dramatic the cloud formations are, the greater the
number of people that stop for a moment of awe. When there is the infrequent snow on the
mountain it can become a parade of appreciators! Once this exquisite land parcel is given over
for development it would be lost forever to the public domain.

Our Q is this: Would it be possible for the City of Apache Jungtion to put forth an appeal for
would-be benefactors to come forward with donated funds so the City could purchase this land,
assuming the City has no funds to do so, for a public park?!

This beautiful parcel of land could then be slowly groomed into a relatively low-maintenance
park as more funds might come available. Development of the park could be done in phases.
Initially a contest might be held for area landscape architects and students of that discipline to
submit master plans for the park in exchange for name recognition only over the years.

Once a Master Plan is approved, Phase #1 could be a recontouring of the shallow drainage ravine
into a retention pond that would benefit wildlife and enhance the future park. Phase #2 might be
grading and paving of both a one-way roadway with a wide designated bicycle lane winding
around the inside park perimeter; separate pedestrian-only paved walkways would meander thru
the grounds. This way all park users would enjoy their own spaces. The roadway and walking
paths could be done for the most part using the existing natural contours of the land. To keep
maintenance costs low only indigenous plants, trees and flora would be planted. There would be
NO athletic or children’s play facilities for the same reason. No lights would be needed for this



dusk-to-dawn park where the single entry gate and separate exit gate would be locked &
unlocked by police at the appropriate times on their regular rounds.

Phase #3 might be restrooms and a few shaded picnic pavilions, all placed to minimize
obstruction of mountain views from Goldfield Rd. Over a 20-year period, let’s say, this
pedestrian friendly park could become a jewel in the City of Apache Junction Parks system with
many city residents coming out of their way to enjoy a peaceful walk here while communing
with nature. Currently there is nothing like it within miles.

However, if a park is completely out of the question for this exquisite land parcel, we would
implore the City Planning & Zoning Departments, etc, to limit the zoning to single story, owner
occupied homes. Even if it is a high density community like the recently completed project at the
Hwy 60 exit at Goldfield Rd they would no doubt sell out quickly for the developers given the
fantastic views the homeowners would enjoy.

The undeveloped strip of land running parallel to Hwy 60 and to the east of the Chevron gas
station could remain zoned commercial for future restaurants, offices and the like. With the high
visibility they would have from the highway these commercial enterprises should be quite
successful.

* Finally, the key issue here is the need to limit any residential development to singe story in

keeping with the surrounding over-35 communities; a 2-story development would attract families
with children and teens, not at all in keeping with the makeup of the immediate neighborhoods.
A 2-story development, therefore, would also mean much greater water usage and higher traffic
levels; already on February & March wkds of the Renaissance Festival we have chaotic traffic
backed up on Goldfield Rd, Baseline and Hwy 60. And that is already destined to get worse with
the 1,000(+71) residences being built south of Baseline at Ironwood and beyond.

r
On behalf of all of us we thank you for your careful consideration to these matters.

Sincerely,

Tt e
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