
ARTICLE 8-8: REQUIREMENTS FOR COMMUNITY AND 

CIVIC EVENTS  
  

§ 8-8-1 PURPOSE & INTENT. This article is intended to regulate community and civic events 

for the benefit of its citizens and visitors which enable the city to:  

(1) Protect life, health, property and general welfare of the city;  

(2) Minimize expenditures of public funds for community and civic events;  

(3) Minimize business interruptions during events while promoting business growth and economic 

development;  

(4) Implement a high profile, proactive approach to local economic development through 

public/private partnerships;  

(5) Provide a range of community and civic events open to everyone to improve the quality of life 

in the city;  

(6) Facilitate the redevelopment and revitalization of the downtown and older commercial areas;  

(7) Assist the city in implementing its overall economic development goals;  

(8) Provide a consistent set of standards for community and civic events;  

(9) Compete on an equal basis with other communities for tourism and other economic 

development projects.  

  

§ 8-8-2  DEFINITIONS.  

For the purpose of this article, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly 

indicates or requires a different meaning.  

   

COMMUNITY EVENT. An activity or gathering not exceeding 4 consecutive days in any 

calendar year which is conducted, organized and sponsored by non-profit organizations or for-

profit organizations and is open to all participants on an equal basis.  

EVENT. An activity or gathering with the purpose of promoting or benefitting the city and its 

residents and/or the sponsoring organizations. An application will be required for any activity or 

gathering which meets any of the following criteria:  

(1)  Use of or impact/encroachment on any city street, sidewalk, alley or other right-of-way 

area (which includes any indirect impact that will affect the flow of typical vehicular or pedestrian 

traffic) that requires more than one city department approval, or will require the approval of more 

than one city department for inspections, assistance or permits.  

(2) Is likely to draw a crowd to a venue not properly suited and has the potential to require 

special accommodations, regulations, traffic control devices or public works or safety personnel;   

(3) Presence or participation of one or more for-profit or nonprofit vendors that intend to make 

a sale, advertise for sale, solicit sales, offer for sale, or provides a service or offer/advertise to 

provide a service. This provision does not apply to vendors already in possession of a valid city 

license issued under this code or city tax code;  
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(4) Activities such as weddings, funerals, private yard sales, car shows or charity car washes 

shall not be considered an event.  

(5)  A programmed event of a city department shall not be considered an event, however if the 

event includes vendors that are not already properly licensed with the city, then a fee of $15 per 

vendor shall be collected for each event. The city department sponsoring the programmed event 

shall be responsible for collecting this fee from each participating vendor. These fees shall be paid 

in total to the city no later than 8 working days following the last day of the event. 

 

FOR-PROFIT ORGANIZATION. Any entity or corporation which has been established, 

maintained, or conducted for the purpose of making a profit.  

  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION. Any religious, social, fraternal or civic organization which has 

been designated as a 501C organization by the Internal Revenue Service and which has a valid 

operating license as provided for in Vol. I, Chapter 8 of the city code or the city tax code. Should 

questions as to form of business arise, interpretations of this section shall be based upon form 

indicia contained in the following:  

  

Arizona Revised Statutes; Internal Revenue Code Rules and Regulations prescribed by the Internal 

Revenue Service.  

  

CIVIC EVENT. An activity or gathering not exceeding 4 consecutive days in any calendar year 

which is conducted, organized and sponsored solely by the city or in conjunction with a non-profit 

organization, has been approved as such by the council during the annual budget process and which 

is open to all participants on an equal basis.  

 

§ 8-8-3 CIVIC EVENT SPONSOR REQUIREMENTS.  

(A) A non-profit sponsor of any civic event which includes vendors shall pay a fee of $50 per 

day. This fee shall be paid no later than 10 working days in advance of the first day of the event. 

A penalty of $5 per day shall be assessed for each working day the initial payment is late beginning 

with the working day immediately following the initial deadline. The civic event fee shall not 

apply to those events which do not include vendors or city events.  

(B) A non-profit sponsor of any civic event shall provide the city clerk with the name, address 

and telephone number of the event coordinator or contact person at least 30 working days in 

advance of the event.   

(C) The sponsor of any civic event shall obtain a completed vendor application, on a form to 

be provided by the city, from each participating vendor and obtain a copy of the vendor’s driver’s 

license for any vendor(s) not already properly licensed with the city. The sponsor shall provide 

the city with these completed forms in addition to a complete list containing name, address and 

telephone number of each participating vendor no later than eight (8) working days following the 

last day of the event.  
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(D) Any food truck vendor, as defined in this chapter, that is present at a civic event shall 

follow the regulatory process in Article 8-10 of this chapter. 

  

 § 8-8-4 CIVIC EVENT VENDOR REQUIREMENTS.  

(A) All civic event vendors who engage or attempt to engage in a sale at a civic event or who 

advertise or solicit services or products shall complete a civic event vendor application in order to 

participate in the event. The completed form shall be submitted to the event sponsor.  

(B) Non-profit organizations which participate as vendors at civic events shall not be required 

to complete an event vendor application if their participation is limited to the distribution of 

literature or information relative to their organization.  

(C) Massage therapists or healthcare professionals or any students in conjunction with a 

recognized school of massage or educational institution as allowable under A.R.S. Title 32 who 

wish to participate as a vendor at a civic event shall be permitted to do so as long as such service 

is provided by a person holding a valid city business license and who is authorized under A.R.S. 

Title 32 to perform massages.  

(D) Any food truck vendor, as defined in this chapter, that is present at a civic event shall 

follow the regulatory process in Article 8-10 of this chapter.  

  

§ 8-8-5 COMMUNITY EVENT SPONSOR REQUIREMENTS.  

(A) The sponsor of any community event which includes vendors shall remit to the city a fee 

of $15 per vendor for those vendors not already properly licensed for each event. The sponsor 

shall be responsible for collecting this fee from each participating vendor. These fees shall be paid 

in total to the city no later than 8 working days following the last day of the event. A penalty of 

$5 per day shall be assessed for each working day that the total fee remains unpaid.  

(B) The sponsor of any community event shall provide the city clerk department with the name, 

address and telephone number of the event coordinator or contact person at least 30 working days 

in advance of the event.  

(C) The sponsor of any community event shall obtain a completed vendor application, on a 

form to be provided by the city, from each participating vendor and obtain a copy of the vendor’s 

driver’s license for any vendor(s) not already properly licensed with the city. The sponsor shall 

provide the city with these completed forms in addition to a complete list containing name, address 

and telephone number of each participating vendor no later than eight (8) working days following 

the last day of the event.  

 (D)    Any food truck vendor, as defined in this chapter, that is present at a special event shall 

follow the regulatory process in Article 8-10 of this chapter.  

  

§ 8-8-6 COMMUNITY EVENT VENDOR REQUIREMENTS.  

(A) All community event vendors who engage or attempt to engage in a retail sale or who 

solicit or advertise in any form at a community event shall complete a community event vendor 
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application in order to participate in the event. The completed form shall be submitted to the event 

sponsor.  

(B) Non-profit organizations who participate as vendors at community events shall not be 

required to complete a community event vendor application if their participation is limited to the 

distribution of literature or information relative to their organization.  

(C) Vendors who have an appropriate license shall not be required to pay an additional vendor 

fee provided they are engaging in an activity covered by the license.  

(D) Massage therapists or healthcare professionals or any students in conjunction with a 

recognized school of massage or educational institution as allowable under A.R.S. Title 32 who 

wish to participate as a vendor at a community event shall be permitted to do so as long as such 

service is provided by a person holding a valid city business license and who is authorized under 

A.R.S. Title 32 to perform massages.  

(E) Any food truck vendor, as defined in this chapter, that is present at a special event shall 

follow the regulatory process in Article 8-10 of this chapter.  

  


